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World  wool  production  in  1971  (including  the  1971-72  season  in  the  Southern 
Hemisphere)  is  estimated  at  6.07  billion  pounds,  greasy  hasis,  compared  with 
6.12  billion  produced  in  1970.     This  is  the  third  consecutive  decline  from  the 
1968  high  of  6.27  billion  pounds,  greasy  basis.     The  downward  trend  is  attri- 
buted to  adverse  climatic  conditions  in  a  niomber  of  producing  countries  ,  and 
to  growers'  reaction  to  the  extremely  low  level  of  prices  received  during 
recent  years  in  relation  to  continually  rising  production  costs.     These  factors 
have  contributed  to  the  declining  profitability  of  raising  sheep  for  wool 
production . 

Virtually  all  the  major  producing  countries  in  the  world,  except  the  USSR, 
France,  Brazil,  and  Turkey,  expect  their  production  to  be  down  from  last  year's 
output.     Sharp  drops  in  domestic  production  in  South  Africa  and  Uruguay  are 
expected  again  this  season.    Moderate  declines  are  forecast  for  New  Zealand, 
Argentina,  Spain,  the  United  Kingdom,  Portugal,  the  United  States,  and  Iran. 
The  first  official  estimate  for  Australia  is  placed  at  1.93^  billion  pounds, 
or  virtually  no  change  from  the  1.935  billion  (revised)  of  last  season  despite 
a  .5  percent  reduction  in  numbers  as  of  Mar.  31,  1971. 


North  America. — Production  in  North  America  continues  to  decline.    Wool  pro- 
duction for  1971  is  estimated  at  195  million  pounds,  compared  with  201  million 
in  1970  and  the  I96I-65  annual  average  of  299  million.    Production  in  all  coun- 
tries except  Canada  declined  from  the  1970  levels. 


U.S.  wool  production  in  1971  is  estimated  at  I80  million  pounds  (including 
piilled  wool,  greasy  basis),  compared  with  I87  million  in  1970.     This  is  the 
11th  consecutive  year  of  declining  wool  production  in  the  United  States  caused 
by  sharp  downward  trends  in  sheep  niombers.     The  first  estimate  of  the  1971  clip 
of  shown  wool  was  placed  at  15^-7  million  pounds,  down  U.l'percent  from  last 
season's  161.3  million. 
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WOOL  (QRKiSI  BASIS)^7PR0roCTI0N  IM  SPBCIFIBD  CODNTRIB,  AVERAOB  1961-65,  ADNUIL  1960-71  (COHTai);) 
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Note:"  Totals  may  not  add  due  to  rounding. 

V  Includes  shorn,  pulled  wool,  and  wool  ajcported  on  skins  with  the  latter  two  converted  to  a  greasy  basis,.  Wool  produced  in  the  spring  in  the 
Northern  Hemisphere  is  combined  vri-th  that  produced  in  the  season  beginning  July  1  or  October  1  of  the  same  year  in  the  Southern  Hemisphere. 
8/  Ppeliminary.    3/  Excludes  pulled  wool.    U/  Includes  pulled  wool  converted  to  a  greasy  basis  using  1.7  conversion  factor.    5/  Includes 
estimates  for  missing  data.    6/  Includes  Republic  of  South  Africa,  Lesotho,  and  South  West  Africa.  ~ 


Foreign  Agricultural  Service.  Prepared  or  estimated  on  the  basis  of  official  statistics  of  foreign  governments,  other  foreign  source  materials, 
reports  of  U.S.  Agricultural  Attaches  and  Foreign  Service  Officers,  results  of  office  research,  and  related  information. 
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South  America. — Production  has  declined  for  the  fourth  consecutive  year.  The 
1971  forecast  is  tentatively  placed  at  728  million  pounds ,  compared  with  783 
million  in  1970,  79^  million  in  1969 ,  and  the  1968  high  of  802  million.  All 
major  producers  except  Brazil  expect  smaller  1971  clips. 

Wool  production  in  Argentina  is  expected  to  drop  ahout  3  percent  from  last 
season's  ^23  million  pounds.     The  decline  reflects  the  downtrend  in  numbers  on 
farms,  particularly  the  Lincoln  breed.     Adverse  weather  and  heavy  slaiaghter 
are  expected  to  result  in  a  record  low  clip  in  Uruguay.     In  Brazil,  however, 
production  continues  to  reach  new  highs,  particularly  in  Rio  Grande  do  Sul, 
where  sheep  numbers  still  are  increasing. 

Europe . — Production  in  Western  Europe  is  estimated  at  330  million  pounds,  com- 
pared with  3U7  million  in  1970.     The  smaller  clips  expected  in  the  United 
Kingdom,  Spain,  Portugal,  and  Norway  more  than  offset  the  small  gain  forecast 
for  France. 

In  Eastern  Europe,  excluding  the  USSR,  production  is  estimated  at  22k  million 
pounds,  only  a  slight  change  from  the  225  million  produced  in  1970.     All  coun- 
tries in  this  area  except  Bulgaria  and  Hungary  expect  smaller  clips.  Produc- 
tion in  the  USSR  is  forecast  at  a  record  959  million  pounds  following  the  rapid 
recovery  in  numbers  on  farms  from  the  severe  winter  of  I968-69,  when  sheep 
numbers,  which  totaled  138.5  million  head  as  of  July  1,  1968,  dropped  to  125.9 
million  by  July  1,  I969.     Some  recovery  followed  with  numbers  growing  to  13^-9 
million  head  in  1970  and  rising  further  to  137-9  million  as  of  July  1,  1971. 

Africa. — Africa's  production  is  forecast  at  3h6  million  pounds,  down  5  percent 
from  the  36h  million  produced  in  1970.     South  Africa  acco\inted  for  practically 
all  the  drop.     Prolonged  drought  in  some  areas  followed  by  a  locust  plague  in 
some  of  these  same  areas  caused  forced  slaughtering  and  above-normal  death, 
losses  which  sharply  reduced  sheep  niimbers  .     Production  in  South  Africa  is 
forecast  at  about  6.5  percent  below  the  278  million  povmds  produced  in  1970  and 
20  percent  under  the  3^1  million  of  I969 . 

Asia. — Total  production  in  1971  is  forecast  at  625  million  pounds,  up  sli^tly 
from  the  preceding  year's  618  million.     Countries  showing  gains  include  India 
and  Turkey  which  offset  the  slight  decline  expected  in  Iran.     Production  in 
Pakistan  and  Syria  is  expected  to  approximate  last  year's  levels. 

Oceania. — Production  for  1971  is  forecast  at  2.66  billion  pounds,  down  10  mil- 
lion from  the  previous  season's  level  of  2.67  billion.     This  area  produces 
almost  hh  percent  of  the  world's  wool,  compared  with  Ul  percent  during  the 
I96I-65  period. 

Production  in  New  Zealand  is  forecast  at  728  million  pounds  —  down  slightly  from 
the  estimated  736  million  produced  in  1970  because  of  a  1-percent  reduction  in 
sheep  numbers.     The  number  on  farms  as  of  June  30,  1971,  was  estimated  at  59-5 
million  hep.d,  compared  with  60.3  million  on  the  same  date  last  year. 

The  first  official  forecast  for  wool  production  in  A\astralia  for  the  1971-72 
season  was  placed  at  nearly  1.93^  billion  pounds,  greasy  basis — virtually  no 
change  from  the  1.935  billion  (revised)  of  1970-71.     Sheep  numbers  as  of 
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Mar.   31,  1971 >  totaled  179-2  million  head,  compared  with  I80.I  million  on  the 
same  date  last  year. 

Trade 

General  economic  conditions  deteriorated  in  all  the  major  wool-consuming  coun- 
tries through  1970.     The  decline  in  mill  activity  was  reflected  in  market  con- 
traction in  international  trade  for  wool.     The  smaller  exports  increased  the 
level  of  accumulated  stocks  of  crossbred  and  fine  wools  in  the  major  producer- 
exporting  countries.     Simultaneously,  the  smaller  imports  were  caused  by  both 
reduced  mill  activity  and  the  drawdown  of  internal  stocks. 

World  exports  in  1970,  at  3.1  billion  poimds  —  actual  weight — were  J  .6  percent 
below  last  year's  level  of  nearly  3.^  billion.     Almost  90  percent  of  all  the 
wool  entering  the  export  channels  of  trade  still  originates  from  the  five  major 
producing  countries  (Australia,  New  Zealand,  Argentina,  South  Africa,  and 
Uruguay)  in  the  Southern  Hemisphere.     Also,  the  same  five  coiontries  last  year 
accounted  for  almost  three-fourths  of  the  absolute  decline  in  world  exports 
from  the  previoiis  year.     Virtually  all  of  this  wool  is  shipped  to  countries  in 
the  Northern  Hemisphere. 

World  imports  last  year  totaled  3.2  billion  pounds-~actual  weight.     This  was  a 
decline  of  3.^  percent  from  the  nearly  3.^  billion  of  I969 .     Eight  countries 
accounted  for  80  percent  of  total  imports  last  year.     Japan  is  the  world's 
largest  importer,  followed  by  the  United  Kingdom,  France,  Italy,  West  Gemany, 
Belgi-um,  the  United  States  ,  and  the  USSR.     All  these  countries  except  Japan 
and  the  USSR  showed  declines  from  the  previous  year. 

North  America. — North  America  is  a  net  importer  of  raw  wool,  with  all  principal 
countries  showing  declines  from  last  year.     U.S.  imports  dropped  to  202  million 
pounds  from  250  million  in  I969 .     Also,  both  Canada's  and  Mexico's  imports 
were  down . 

South  America. — Exports  predominate  in  the  trade  of  South  America.     Imports  are 
insignificant  for  all  countries  except  Colombia  and  Chile.     Argentina  and 
Uruguay  are  the  two  major  producer-exporters  in  South  America.     Their  combined 
exports  account  for  82  percent  of  total  shipments  and  represent  almost  10  per 
cent  of  total  world  exports.     Argentina's  exports  dropped  to  208  million  pounds 
from  223  million;  whereas,  Uruguay's  rose  to  99  million  from  Qh  million. 

Europe . — Europe  is  the  largest  importer  in  the  world,  with  exports  of  raw  wool, 
wool  tops ,  and  reexports  of  wool  pulled  from  the  imported  pelts  being  impor- 
tant to  some  countries. 

Western  Europe's  imports  of  raw  wool  in  1970  totaled  nearly  1.7  billion  pounds 
and  represented  52  percent  of  total  world  imports.     The  United  Kingdom,  France, 
Italy,  West  Germany,  and  Belgium  are  the  area's  largest  importers.     These  same 
countries  also  export  fairly  large  quantities  of  wool  tops  and  France  reexports 
significant  quantities  of  raw  wool  pulled  from  imported  pelts .     Exports  from 
such  countries  as  Ireland  and  Spain  were  clipped  or  p^'olled  from  animals  of 
domestic  origin. 
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^'ool  (actual  weight);  Internatic 


1961-65,  annual  1963-7C 


wontinent 

Average 

1961-65 

i;6£ 

1,:00         :  1,000 
rconds       :  rounds 

1,000 

pounds 

:  : 

1,000     :  : 

ixJimds     :        zicjnds  : 

North  jijnerica: 

Canada   

United  States  — 

Mexico   

Tctal  liorth  As 

South  .America: 

Argentina   

Brazil   

Chile   

ColoEbia   

Falkland  Islands   

Peru  

Uruguay   

Total  South  .-jnerica^/ 

Eiirope; 
Western : 
EC: 

Belgi um-Luxenib oiir g   

France   

Germany,  West   

Italy   

Netherlands   

Total  ZC   

Austria   

Denmark   

Finland   

Iceland   

Ireland   

Norway   

Portugal   

Spain  

Sweden   

Switzerland   

United  rCingdom  

Total  Western 

Eastern: 

Bulgaria  , 

Czechoslovakia  

Germany,  East   

Hxmgary  , 

Poland   

Romania  , 

Yugoslavia  , 

Total  Eastern  Europe  3/ 
Total  Europe  3/  -". , 


£/270 


232,799 
15,112 
15,260 
0 

,,379 

6,:66 


^^5,556 
76,^95 
9,956 
7,311 


251 
1,705 
10 
i!»3 

22 ,T'3 
2  ,7C1 
1,T2D 

1,603 
662 


JUS, 


:8,535 
31*3,962 
21.^7 


2,329 
2/5t3 


15,628 
330,1436 


1,835 

i/196 


15,20t 
2-9,515 


3il 
2:: 


0 

2,353 
1,763 
9,877 
0 

11 
0 


£5:, 2:: 
38,396 
18,067 
0 

u,eGo 
8,700 


2,768 
3,300 
11,86: 


;i2,;':; 
i.2,521 

23,903 
0 

-.600 
:,13l4 


705 
2,205 

12,76; 


2;t,5:: 


226,866 
351^.986 
225.195 
282,858 


520 


3l»,632 
83,61i3 
10,130 
5,596 
10,350 


310,152 
225 ,830 
2Sl,2B2 


ll<li.351  T 


niil: 


36,321 
85,371. 

11,885 
t.962 


355,572 
21»1,30-' 
299,536 


71  .no 

11,808 

!-,339 


Il4,9li8 
6,391 
3,2i3 
U,1.36 
160 

i2,:?i 

3,252 
"2,:22 
20,5;7 
10.901; 
l!-,6-r5 


316 
1,088 
260 
92 
683 
21,0lt8 
5,3!»1 
87 
8,198 
1,133 
1,160 
113.877 


10.665 
6,932 
3,851. 
9,U7: 
20 : 

17,6-;: 
3.9c- 

17,705 
30,850 
7,773 
12.39'' 


36- 
965 
299 

15I; 
-5: 


6,315 
l.Ol-T 


11,2-6 
7,SJ« 
3,198 

10,330 
20' 

1-,7T6 


56c 
305 
90 

l^.iSfi 

3,600 

i.esb 


227.636 


TIM 


i.2!;3  -: 


3,--^ 
-^,72J 

=;,5:3 
7,085 

3^,01(2 
2,5-0 


0 
0 
0 

5,;:- 
5,3c: 


6,520 

16,300 
-8,053 


i 


- 


ll.ltlS 
231,631 


0 

t,62-' 


^Mog        .A  m   -..^  m  ..^ 


5.353 

6.365 
2.923 

2-.i6c 
133 

l5,tB5 
l-.TOC 

?3.t25 


-2.K3 
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Wool  (actual  weight):     International  trade,  average  I96I-65,  annual  I968-7O  (continued) 


Continent 

:  Average 
:  1961-65 

1968 

1969 

1/ 

1970 

and  country 

:  Exports 

:  Iniports 

Exports 

;  Imports 

Exports 

:  Imports 

Exports 

;  Imports 

1,000 
pounds 

:  1,000 
;  pounds 

1,000 
poui.ds , 

:  1,000 
:  pjurids 

1,000 
pounds 

:  1,000 
:  pounds 

1,000 
pounds 

:  1,000 
:  pounds 

56,920 

107,020 

57,320 

156  ,C86 

52,1(69 

167,109 

39,021 

182,320 

Africa: 

337 
i.  ,4yu 
3,81(9 
1(20 
16 
2,973 
260,911 

660 
0 

1(58 
270 

2,761* 
1*1 

8,630 

990 

1,161* 
0 

19 1* 

3,961* 
25l(,087 

2,339 

l,0l(8 
595 
9,687 
0 

6,983 

1,000 

1,175 
0 

100 

It, 015 
258,583 

3,285 

556 
750 
15,900 
0 

8,81*2 

— 
937 

3,693 
205,028 

_-_ 
2,368 

0 

7,736 

270  ,002 

12,823 

262,399 

20  ,652 

266,873 

29  ,333 

212,758 

30,201* 

Asia; 
China: 

l,08l( 
7,1(19 
9  ,720 
120 

298 
7,796 
10,072 
12,566 

3l(,l(52 
0 

10,369 
2k, 630 
880 

0 

25,57l( 

0 

!t,031 
361* 

2,162 
916 

5,0 1*6 
21 , 31*0 
265 

32  ,118 

3,056 
0 

ll*,328 
520,1*77 
5 ,371+ 
1 , 320 

1,51*5 
3,100 
7,31*1 

lo 
1*1* 

12  ,079 
1*,821 
13,286 

26 ,500 
300 
11,377 
19,857 
531 
0 

23 ,700 

0 

19 ,201 
1*1*1 
7,233 

88 

10,1*81 
17,322 
1*18 

22,900 
6,900 
0 

25,831 

61*7,123 
5 ,931 

1,700 

781* 
1,327 
8,289 
2 
1(0 

12,000 
2,71*0 
12,826 

23  ,1*00 
100 

17,1*80 
617 
0 

20  ,6lli 

0 

25,011 
992 
7,996 
1*00 

10,000 

18,691 

1,355 

17,000 
26,900 

36,107 
696,165 

o,>DJ 
2 , 100 

1,121* 
0 

1 

16,018 
0 

100 

ll(,627 
1,1*00 
0 

11  ,165 

0 

26,900 
9,01*6 

9,23l( 
17,773 

35  ,900 

1*1*,  601* 
706,598 

^  U ,pUD 

3 ,200 

Total  Asia  3/ 

ll(l(,980 

610,797 

121*  ,299 

765,569 

111,519 

851,280 

100,075 

876,161 

Oceania : 
Australia 

1,166,51*0 

553,520 

7,780 
1,800 

1,516,300 
61*7,1*00 

9,000 
1,300 

1,621,179 
713,900 

15,200 
2,900 

1,560,200 
636,900 

15,538 
3,700 

Total  Oceania  h/   

1,720  ,060 

9,580 

2,163,700 

10,300 

2,335,079 

18,100 

2,197,100 

19,238 

Total  world  3/  5/   

2,875,258 

3, 11*0, 91*1 

3, 321*, 767 

3,256,91*6 

3,387,11*8 

3,355,71*9 

3,127,533 

3,21*2,91*3 

1/  Preliminary. 

2_/  Washed,  scoured  or  clean  "basis. 

3/  Includes  allowances  for  missing  data  for  countries  shown. 

^/  Includes  exports  from  South  West  Africa. 

3/  Excludes  wool  on  skins,  re-exports  where  possible;  imports  in  most  cases  refer  to  gross  imports. 


Foreign  Agricultural  Service.    Prepared  or  estimated  on  the  tiasis  of  official  statistics  of  foreign  governments, 
other  foreign  source  materials,  reports  of  U.S.  Agricultural  Attaches  and  Foreign  Service  Officers,  results  of 
office  research  and  related  information. 
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10002U  P,^^  1-72 

Eastsrn  Europe  is  a  net  importer  of  raw  wool  with  exports  being  very  small, 
particularly  from  Hungary,  Romania,  and  Yiogoslavia.     East  Germany,  Poland,  and 
Czechoslovakia,  and  Yugoslavia  are  the  major  importers  but 'the  quantities  are 
small. 

The  USSR  continues  to  be  a  net  importer  of  raw  wool  despite  the  upward  trend  in 
domestic  production.     Exports  show  a  downward  trend  and  still  consist  mainly 
of  imported  wool  reshipped  to  countries  principally  in  Western  Europe. 

Africa. — Africa  is  a  net  wool  exporter.  South  Africa  is  the  major  producer- 
exporter  in  this  region.  Its  exports  represented  6.6  percent  of  total  world 
exports  during  1970. 

Asia. — Asia  is  a  net  importer  because  Japan  is  the  world's  largest  importer. 
Exports  are  important  to  such  coiHitries  as  Pakistan,  India,  Syria,  Lebanon, 
and  Iraq. 

Japan's  imports  during  1970  set  a  new  record  of  707  million  pounds,  accounting 
for  80  percent  of  the  area  total  and  25  percent  of  the  world  total.  Other 
Asian  importers  include  India,  Turkey,  Iran,  Taiwan,  Lebanon,  Israel,  and 
South  Korea. 

Oceania. — The  world's  two  largest  producer-exporters — Australia  and  New 

Zealand — are  located  in  this  area.     Australian  exports  in  1970  represented 

U9.9  percent  of  the  world's  total,  and  New  Zealand's  accoiinted  for  20. U  percent. 

Consumption 

World  wool  consumption  in  1970  was  estimated  at  3-^7  billion  pounds — clean 
basis — or  2  percent  below  the  1969  high  of  3-5^  billion.     The  drops  in  con- 
sumption in  the  United  States,  the  United  Kingdom,  Italy,  West  Germany  and 
Belgi-um  more  than  offset  gains  recorded  in  Japan  and  France.     The  percentage 
of  other  materials  used  in  the  wool-textile  industries  continued  its  upward 
trend  last  year,  but  the  absolute  volume  actually  declined  from  the  previous 
year's  level  for  the  first  time.     As  a  percentile  of  all  materials  consumed 
during  1970,  virgin  wool  accounted  for  about  h3  percent,  compared  with  k'J  per 
cent  in  19o9  and  an  average  of  about  60  percent  during  the  1950 's.     Use  of 
reused  and  reprocessed  wool  has  declined  faster  than  has  virgin  wool.  Manmade 
fibers  during  I970  accounted  for  almost  36  of  all  materials  consumed,  compared 
with  3U  percent  in  I969  and  about  12  percent  during  the  mid-1950's. 
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